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Data Collection Measure: Systematic Observation Technique
Introduction
When conducting research, it should be noted that the methods used for data collection do not circumvent the outcome of the research. There are cases where the formulation of research questions or survey does not meet the baseline goals of the research. In response to this misalignment, this paper discusses the technique of using systematic observation. In providing clear explication of the sample participants from whom data is collected, a description of the Albany area where the research study is majorly taken is also elaborated. This city informs the observation items based on knowledge background of the participants for easier codification and analysis.
The Technique of Systematic Observation and Setting for Data Collection
For the purpose of collecting dada for my research study, I am going to use observer as participant technique of systematic observation. Adang (2018) discusses that observer as participant reflects the positive contribution of the participants’ side by side with the researcher in discussing data phenomena. While it happens that the participants know the roles and aims of the research due to debriefing, they still take part in it with the researcher. Although there is an acquaintance between the researcher and the participants, as a researcher, I am ethically bound to remain neutral for the credibility of the study.
Albany is the capital city of New York and it consists of almost 30% of the African American community and 54% majority of the white population.  This is a good sample population environment as New York City is among the leading immigrant destinations in the United States as attested by Clark & Vealé (2018). In this city, I will be able to establish a rapport with the corresponding 500 African Americans and 250 white Americans to be used in the study. Because being an observer participant will be working side by side with the participants, attaining the most validated data will be possible.
Most particularly, I will systematically observe the methods that the community members use for customer interaction within their businesses. The job opportunities in the Albany area range from commercial banks, private business organizations, military personnel and the retired civil servant, as analyzed in the study conducted by Clark & Vealé (2018). In 2016 the area was reported to have the largest composition of African Americans in the office and administrative employments. This makes the setting a great fit for my research study.
Instructions for the Observation for the Research
I will use the following instructions for observer as participant technique in my research:
i.) During the study, observation forms will be used to note down the behavioral characteristics of the respondents. 
ii.) The elderly participants will be treated with the utmost respect and kindness in order to get the whole and satisfactory response. 
iii.) Questions about generational wealth creation can elicit different psychological reactions. It is, therefore, important to observe the respondents’ non-verbal cues.
iv.) While collecting data from the younger participants in schools, it is noteworthy to observe the efficiency in the language used as a form of exchange. Language cultivated in impeccable grammatical and structural skills demonstrates the extent of literacy as a form of individual’s intellectual advancement. 
v.) During the research, systematic observation of the content or syllabi used in schools should verify coverage of financial literacy. It should also note the average attendance rate of the two participant ethnicities.
vi.) While observing how the instructor in a class of senior high school students asks questions to the learners, the use of systematic observation forms should note down the intervals at which the African American students responded to the questions. 
vii.) Under the same classroom setting, the observation should be noted on the rate at which African Americans students seeks concept clarification in comparison to the white American students.
Methods of Coding and Analysis of Data to Measure Variables
I will code the research’s data by thematically analyzing the language that the respondents use to reply to the questions. Thematic analysis of research data involves interpretation of meanings derived from word examples used, sentence phrases and general structural arrangements of the words (Belotto, 2018). Suppose any of my participants adequately articulate their sentences and verbal structures. In that case, I will code this outcome to mean that perhaps lack of adequate education is not entirely reciprocal to a lack of financial literacy. I shall also code the adult participants’ observational behavior during the study based on the satisfactory responses they will make.
I will code my found data by carrying out content analysis. Kallet (2004) posits that content analysis is beneficial for the categorization of dada for easier measurement. From the observation instruction that stipulates that the researcher should observe the rate of African American student population in class and compare it to the white American, content analysis for this observation can be measured using a nominal scale (Krosnick, 1999).  In addition, the rate at which the older participants respond to question could be coded and measured using interval scale. Based on the questions the learners are asked in class, I will use a comparative scale to analyze and measure the extent of content acquisition. Content acquisition in schools has an intellectual correlation to entrepreneurial outcomes in the society.
Finally, I will code the pictorial images in the participant’s house to depict the thematic analysis of the social and economic inclination of the family in understanding generational wealth. For instance, if there is a military picture of an elderly person in the house, thematically like evidenced in Albany City, it means there must be a son or a daughter in line at the military academy or in the force.  All these factors are important for measuring the two variables of the topic of the study.
Conclusion
Being an observer participant is the best systematic observation because it allows openness among participants of the research. It also ensures that the researcher does not become biased in influencing the course of the research. When armed with set observational instructions, the research can easily take a framework that directs it to hypothetical conclusions. Analysis of observed data, on the other hand, allows the research findings to be code in a comprehensible manner that also meets the qualitative research qualifications. Thematic and content analysis are the most significant methods of data analysis relevant for the research study.
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